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her terrible end all the while protesting her innocence. There remains, however, much mystery surrounding the queen's
arrest and the events leading up to it: Were charges against her fabricated because she stood in the way of Henry VIII
making a third marriage and siring an heir, or was she the victim of a more complex plot fueled by court politics and
deadly rivalry? The Lady in the Tower examines in engrossing detail the motives and intrigues of those who helped to
seal the queen's fate. Weir unravels the tragic tale of Anne's fall, from her miscarriage of the son who would have
saved her to the horrors of her incarceration and that final, dramatic scene on the scaffold. What emerges is an
extraordinary portrayal of a woman of great courage whose enemies were bent on utterly destroying her, and who
was tested to the extreme by the terrible plight in which she found herself. Richly researched and utterly captivating,
The Lady in the Tower presents the full array of evidence of Anne Boleyn's guilt—or innocence. Only in Alison Weir's
capable hands can readers learn the truth about the fate of one of the most influential and important women in English
history. BONUS: This edition contains a The Lady in the Tower discussion guide and an excerpt from Alison Weir's
Mary Boleyn.
A Tudor Christmas Alison Weir 2018-10-04 Christmas in Tudor times was a period of feasting, revelry and
merrymaking ‘to drive the cold winter away’. A carnival atmosphere presided at court, with a twelve-day-long
festival of entertainments, pageants, theatre productions and ‘disguisings’, when even the king and queen dressed up in
costume to fool their courtiers. Throughout the festive season, all ranks of subjects were freed for a short time from
everyday cares to indulge in eating, drinking, dancing and game-playing. We might assume that our modern Christmas
owes much to the Victorians. In fact, as Alison Weir and Siobhan Clarke reveal in this fascinating book, many of our
favourite Christmas traditions date back much further. Carol-singing, present-giving, mulled wine and mince pies were
all just as popular in Tudor times, and even Father Christmas and roast turkey dinners have their origins in this period.
The festival was so beloved by English people that Christmas traditions survived remarkably unchanged in this age of
tumultuous religious upheaval. Beautifully illustrated with original line drawings throughout, this enchanting
compendium will fascinate anyone with an interest in Tudor life – and anyone who loves Christmas.
The Kings and Queens of England Ian Crofton 2011 From the reign of Alfred the Great - the first king of Wessex to
call himself 'king of England' - in the 9th century, to the shock of Norman invasion in the 11th, and from the brutal
vicissitudes of late medieval kingship to the comfortable ceremonial of modern-day constitutional monarchy, the story
of England's kings and queens is to a large degree that of England herself. Kings and Queens of England offers readable
profiles of 59 English monarchs from Harold II to Henry VIII, and from Ethelred the Unready to Elizabeth II. Each
monarch is elegantly profiled and the impact of their rule on wider English history clearly and concisely described and
analysed. For every king and queen there is a detailed timeline, and the narrative is further amplified by display
quotations, feature boxes, panels of key biographical facts, and - last but not least - by 135 lavish full-colour
images. Ian Crofton recounts a 1000-year tale of murder, invasion, usurpation, adultery, divorce, civil war and
revolution in a manner that is as entertaining as it is informative. The Kings and Queens of England is the perfect choice
for anyone looking for an illustrated account of the English monarchy from the Anglo-Saxon era to the present.
Crown & Sceptre Tracy Borman 2022-02-22 An in-depth look at the British monarchy that’s “a superb synthesis of
historical analysis, politics, and top-notch royal gossip” (Kirkus Reviews). Since William the Conqueror, duke of
Normandy, crossed the English Channel in 1066 to defeat King Harold II and unite England’s various kingdoms, fortyone kings and queens have sat on Britain’s throne. “Shining examples of royal power and majesty alongside a rogue’s
gallery of weak, lazy, or evil monarchs,” as Tracy Borman describes them in her sparkling chronicle, Crown & Sceptre.
Ironically, during very few of these 955 years has the throne’s occupant been unambiguously English—whether Norman
French, the Welsh-born Tudors, the Scottish Stuarts, and the Hanoverians and their German successors to the present
day. Acknowledging the intrinsic fascination with British royalty, Borman lifts the veil to reveal the remarkable
characters and personalities who have ruled and, since the Restoration of the monarchy in 1660, more ceremonially
reigned. It is a crucial distinction explaining the staying power of the monarchy as the royal family has evolved and
adapted to the needs and opinions of its people, avoiding the storms of rebellion that brought many of Europe’s royals
to an abrupt end. Richard II; Henry VIII; Elizabeth I; George III; Victoria; Elizabeth II: their names evoke eras and the
dramatic events Borman recounts. She is equally attuned to the fabric of monarchy: royal palaces; the way monarchs
have been portrayed in art, on coins, in the media; the ceremony and pageantry surrounding the crown. Elizabeth II is

The Six Wives of Henry VIII Alison Weir 2007-12-01 A “brilliantly written and meticulously researched” biography
of royal family life during England’s second Tudor monarch (San Francisco Chronicle). Either annulled, executed, died in
childbirth, or widowed, these were the well-known fates of the six queens during the tempestuous, bloody, and splendid
reign of Henry VIII of England from 1509 to 1547. But in this “exquisite treatment, sure to become a classic”
(Booklist), they take on more fully realized flesh and blood than ever before. Katherine of Aragon emerges as a staunch
though misguided woman of principle; Anne Boleyn, an ambitious adventuress with a penchant for vengeance; Jane
Seymour, a strong-minded matriarch in the making; Anne of Cleves, a good-natured woman who jumped at the chance of
independence; Katherine Howard, an empty-headed wanton; and Katherine Parr, a warm-blooded bluestocking who
survived King Henry to marry a fourth time. “Combin[ing] the accessibility of a popular history with the highest
standards of a scholarly thesis”, Alison Weir draws on the entire labyrinth of Tudor history, employing every known
archive—early biographies, letters, memoirs, account books, and diplomatic reports—to bring vividly to life the fates
of the six queens, the machinations of the monarch they married and the myriad and ceaselessly plotting courtiers in
their intimate circle (The Detroit News). In this extraordinary work of sound and brilliant scholarship, “at last we
have the truth about Henry VIII’s wives” (Evening Standard).
Britain's Royal Families Alison Weir 2011-04-18 Fascinating and authoritative of Britain's royal families from Henry
VIII to Elizabeth I to Queen Victoria, by leading popular historian Alison Weir 'George III is alleged to have married
secretly, on 17th April, 1759, a Quakeress called Hannah Lightfoot. If George III did make such a marriage...then his
subsequent marriage to Queen Charlotte was bigamous, and every monarch of Britain since has been a usurper, the
rightful heirs of George III being his children by Hannah Lightfoot...' Britain's Royal Families provides in one volume,
complete genealogical details of all members of the royal houses of England, Scotland and Great Britain - from
800AD to the present. Drawing on countless authorities, both ancient and modern, Alison Weir explores the crown
and royal family tree in unprecedented depth and provides a comprehensive guide to the heritage of today's royal family
– with fascinating insight and often scandalous secrets. 'Staggeringly useful... combines solid information with
tantalising appetisers.’ Mail on Sunday
The Life of Elizabeth I Alison Weir 2013-04-24 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Perhaps the most influential sovereign
England has ever known, Queen Elizabeth I remained an extremely private person throughout her reign, keeping her own
counsel and sharing secrets with no one--not even her closest, most trusted advisers. Now, in this brilliantly
researched, fascinating new book, acclaimed biographer Alison Weir shares provocative new interpretations and fresh
insights on this enigmatic figure. Against a lavish backdrop of pageantry and passion, intrigue and war, Weir dispels the
myths surrounding Elizabeth I and examines the contradictions of her character. Elizabeth I loved the Earl of Leicester,
but did she conspire to murder his wife? She called herself the Virgin Queen, but how chaste was she through dozens of
liaisons? She never married—was her choice to remain single tied to the chilling fate of her mother, Anne Boleyn? An
enthralling epic that is also an amazingly intimate portrait, The Life of Elizabeth I is a mesmerizing, stunning reading
experience.
The Oxford Illustrated History of the British Monarchy John Cannon 1988 Offers profiles of Britain's royalty of the
past and present, and traces changes in the role of the British monarchy
The Last Courts of Europe Jeffrey Finestone 1981
Britain's Royal Families Alison Weir 2002 A unique reference book that provides, for the first time in one volume,
complete genealogical details of all members of the royal houses of England, Scotland and Great Britain - from AD
800 to the present. Provides a comprehensive guide to the heritage of today's royal family.
The Lady in the Tower Alison Weir 2010-01-05 Nearly five hundred years after her violent death, Anne Boleyn,
second wife to Henry VIII, remains one of the world's most fascinating, controversial, and tragic heroines. Now
acclaimed historian and bestselling author Alison Weir has drawn on myriad sources from the Tudor era to give us the
first book that examines, in unprecedented depth, the gripping, dark, and chilling story of Anne Boleyn's final days. The
tempestuous love affair between Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn scandalized Christendom and altered forever the religious
landscape of England. Anne's ascent from private gentlewoman to queen was astonishing, but equally compelling was
her shockingly swift downfall. Charged with high treason and imprisoned in the Tower of London in May 1536, Anne met
britains-royal-families-the-complete-genealogy-alison-weir
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already one of the longest reigning monarchs in history. Crown & Sceptre is a fitting tribute to her remarkable
longevity and that of the magnificent institution she represents. “Crown & Sceptre brings us in short, vivid chapters
from William the Conqueror to Elizabeth herself, much of it constituting a dark record of bumping off adversaries,
rivals and spouses, confiscating vast estates and military invasions…. [A] lucid, character-rich book.” —Minneapolis
Star-Tribune “Borman’s deep understanding of English royalty shines.” —Chris Schluep, Amazon Editors’ Picks, The Best
History Books of February 2022
The Complete Illustrated Guide to the Kings and Queens of Britain Charles Phillips 2016-01-07 In this beautifully
illustrated volume, Charles Phillips charts the complete history of the royal families of Britain. Beginning in earliest
times with the legend of King Arthur, Eric Bloodaxe and the real-life history of Macbeth, he describes the lives and
legends of the kings and queens of Britain, their consorts and children, and the pretenders, usurpers and regents who
played a role in the making of the United Kingdom. Fact boxes highlight the essential events of each reign, as well as
maps, charts and family trees. A valuable reference book for any historian, this guide will fascinate every reader
interested in one of the longest-running monarchies in the world
Royalty for Commoners Roderick W. Stuart 2002-01-01 This is the new Third Edition of Royalty for Commoners, the
first book ever to document the complete known genealogy of John of Gaunt, son of King Edward III & Queen Philippa.
The importance of this documentation is that any commoner who can connect his or her own family lineage to that of
John of Gaunt can now be shown to share the same basic royal heritage as the most noble knight-the complete heritage,
not just the Plantagenet ascent. This is the usual lineage through which a commoner can enter the domain of European
royalty, though one might enter the lineage at any number of points. Typically, the American descendant has several
colonial ancestors, one or more of whom can be traced to European beginnings. Using over 2,000 published sources, as
well as the spectacular resources of the Internet, Mr. Stuart here offers the researcher a host of possibilities,
pointing the reader to numerous descents of which he may be completely unaware. This new Third Edition is a nearly
complete reworking of previous editions & includes the following changes. * Two dozen lines have been lengthened *
Sources now include dates of publication * There are two indexes rather than one, an every-name index & an index of
royal titles * Research now ventures into the years before Christ * The Bibliography has been significantly refined &
expanded
Eleanor Of Aquitaine Alison Weir 2011-02-28 Eleanor, Duchess of Aquitaine was one of the leading personalities of
the Middle Ages and also one of the most controversial. She was beautiful, intelligent and wilful, and in her lifetime
there were rumours about her that were not without substance. She had been reared in a relaxed and licentious court
where the arts of the troubadours flourished, and was even said to have presided over the fabled Courts of Love.
Eleanor married in turn Louis VII of France and Henry II of England, and was the mother of Richard the Lionheart and
King John. She lived to be 82, but it was only in old age that she triumphed over the adversities and tragedies of her
earlier years and became virtual ruler of England. Eleanor has exerted a fascination over writers and biographers for
800 years, but the prevailing myths and legends that attach to her name still tend to obscure the truth. By careful
research, Alison Weir has produced a vivid biography with a fresh and provocative perspective on this extraordinary
woman.
Ancestors Alice Roberts 2021-05-27 THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER An extraordinary exploration of the
ancestry of Britain through seven burial sites. By using new advances in genetics and taking us through important
archaeological discoveries, Professor Alice Roberts helps us better understand life today. ‘This is a terrific, timely
and transporting book - taking us heart, body and mind beyond history, to the fascinating truth of the prehistoric past
and the present’ Bettany Hughes We often think of Britain springing from nowhere with the arrival of the Romans. But in
Ancestors, anthropologist, broadcaster and academic Professor Alice Roberts explores what we can learn about the
very earliest Britons, from burial sites and by using new technology to analyse ancient DNA. Told through seven
fascinating burial sites, this groundbreaking prehistory of Britain teaches us more about ourselves and our history:
how people came and went and how we came to be on this island. It explores forgotten journeys and memories of
migrations long ago, written into genes and preserved in the ground for thousands of years. This is a book about
belonging: about walking in ancient places, in the footsteps of the ancestors. It explores our interconnected global
ancestry, and the human experience that binds us all together. It’s about reaching back in time, to find ourselves, and
our place in the world.
Innocent Traitor Alison Weir 2007-02-27 “An impressive debut. Weir shows skill at plotting and maintaining tension,
and she is clearly going to be a major player in the . . . historical fiction game.”—The Independent I am now a condemned
traitor . . . I am to die when I have hardly begun to live. Historical expertise marries page-turning fiction in Alison
Weir’s enthralling debut novel, breathing new life into one of the most significant and tumultuous periods of the
English monarchy. It is the story of Lady Jane Grey–“the Nine Days’ Queen” –a fifteen-year-old girl who unwittingly
finds herself at the center of the religious and civil unrest that nearly toppled the fabled House of Tudor during the
sixteenth century. The child of a scheming father and a ruthless mother, for whom she is merely a pawn in a dynastic
game with the highest stakes, Jane Grey was born during the harrowingly turbulent period between Anne Boleyn’s
beheading and the demise of Jane’s infamous great-uncle, King Henry VIII. With the premature passing of Jane’ s adolescent
cousin, and Henry’s successor, King Edward VI, comes a struggle for supremacy fueled by political machinations and
britains-royal-families-the-complete-genealogy-alison-weir

lethal religious fervor. Unabashedly honest and exceptionally intelligent, Jane possesses a sound strength of
character beyond her years that equips her to weather the vicious storm. And though she has no ambitions to rule,
preferring to immerse herself in books and religious studies, she is forced to accept the crown, and by so doing sets off a
firestorm of intrigue, betrayal, and tragedy. Alison Weir uses her unmatched skills as a historian to enliven the many
dynamic characters of this majestic drama. Along with Lady Jane Grey, Weir vividly renders her devious parents; her
much-loved nanny; the benevolent Queen Katherine Parr; Jane’s ambitious cousins; the Catholic “Bloody” Mary, who
will stop at nothing to seize the throne; and the protestant and future queen Elizabeth. Readers venture inside royal
drawing rooms and bedchambers to witness the power-grabbing that swirls around Lady Jane Grey from the day of her
birth to her unbearably poignant death. Innocent Traitor paints a complete and compelling portrait of this captivating
young woman, a faithful servant of God whose short reign and brief life would make her a legend. BONUS: This edition
contains an excerpt from Alison Weir's Mary Boleyn.
Prominent Families of New York Lyman Horace Weeks 1898
Chronicle of the Royal Family Derrik Mercer 1991 Reports the events from 865 to 1991 with accounts and
illustrations from contemporary documents relating to the British monarchy
Mary, Queen of Scots, and the Murder of Lord Darnley Alison Weir 2007-12-18 BONUS: This edition contains an
excerpt from Alison Weir's Mary Boleyn. Handsome, accomplished, and charming, Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley, staked his
claim to the English throne by marrying Mary Stuart, who herself claimed to be the Queen of England. It was not long
before Mary discovered that her new husband was interested only in securing sovereign power for himself. Then, on
February 10, 1567, an explosion at his lodgings left Darnley dead; the intrigue thickened after it was discovered that
he had apparently been suffocated before the blast. After an exhaustive reevaluation of the source material, Alison
Weir has come up with a solution to this enduring mystery. Employing her gift for vivid characterization and gripping
storytelling, Weir has written one of her most engaging excursions yet into Britain’s bloodstained, power-obsessed
past.
Lancaster And York Alison Weir 2011-04-18 The war between the houses of Lancaster and York for the throne of
England was characterised by treachery, deceit and - at St Albans, Blore Hill and Towton, - some of the bloodiest
and most dramatic battles on England's soil. Between 1455 and 1487 the royal coffers were bankrupted and the
conflict resulted in the downfall of the houses of Lancaster and York and the emergence of the illustrious Tudor
dynasty. Alison Weir's lucid and gripping account focuses on the human side of history, on the people and personalities
involved in the conflict. At the centre of the book stands Henry VI, the pious king whose mental instability led to
political chaos, Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York and Henry's rival, and most important of all, Margaret of Anjou,
Henry's wife who took up her arms in her husband's cause and battled for many years in a violent man's world.
The Children of Henry VIII Alison Weir 2011-09-21 “Fascinating . . . Alison Weir does full justice to the
subject.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer At his death in 1547, King Henry VIII left four heirs to the English throne: his only
son, the nine-year-old Prince Edward; the Lady Mary, the adult daughter of his first wife Katherine of Aragon; the
Lady Elizabeth, the teenage daughter of his second wife Anne Boleyn; and his young great-niece, the Lady Jane Grey. In
this riveting account Alison Weir paints a unique portrait of these extraordinary rulers, examining their intricate
relationships to each other and to history. She traces the tumult that followed Henry's death, from the brief intriguefilled reigns of the boy king Edward VI and the fragile Lady Jane Grey, to the savagery of "Bloody Mary," and finally
the accession of the politically adroit Elizabeth I. As always, Weir offers a fresh perspective on a period that has
spawned many of the most enduring myths in English history, combining the best of the historian's and the biographer's
art. “Like anthropology, history and biography can demonstrate unfamiliar ways of feeling and being. Alison Weir's
sympathetic collective biography, The Children of Henry VIII does just that, reminding us that human nature has
changed--and for the better. . . . Weir imparts movement and coherence while re-creating the suspense her characters
endured and the suffering they inflicted.”—The New York Times Book Review
Kensington Palace Sebastian Edwards 2019-01-15 Go behind the scenes of generations of the British royal family,
exploring both the glamour and domestic life inside the spectacular 300‐year-old Kensington Palace
A History of the English Monarchy Gareth Russell 2015-03-24 In A History of the English Monarchy, historian
Gareth Russell traces the story of the English monarchy and the interactions between popular belief, religious faith
and brutal political reality that helped shape the extraordinary journey of one of history's most important
institutions. From the birth of the nation to the dazzling court of Elizabeth I, A History of the English Monarchy
charts the fascinating path of the English monarchy from the uprising of 'Warrior Queen' Boadicea in AD60 through
each king and queen up to the 'Golden Age' of Elizabeth I. Russell offers a fresh take on a fascinating subject as old as
the nation itself. Legends, tales and, above all, hard facts tell an incredible story... a history of the English Monarchy.
Eleanor of Aquitaine Alison Weir 2012-12-05 In this beautifully written biography, Alison Weir paints a vibrant
portrait of a truly exceptional woman and provides new insights into her intimate world. Renowned in her time for being
the most beautiful woman in Europe, the wife of two kings and mother of three, Eleanor of Aquitaine was one of the
great heroines of the Middle Ages. At a time when women were regarded as little more than chattel, Eleanor managed to
defy convention as she exercised power in the political sphere and crucial influence over her husbands and sons. Eleanor
of Aquitaine lived a long life of many contrasts, of splendor and desolation, power and peril, and in this stunning
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narrative, Weir captures the woman—and the queen—in all her glory. With astonishing historic detail, mesmerizing
pageantry, and irresistible accounts of royal scandal and intrigue, she recreates not only a remarkable personality
but a magnificent past era.
Kings and Queens of England and Scotland (Revised) Perfection Learning Corporation 2011 From the first Saxon king
to today's Prince Charles, this compact visual guide conveys the drama and history of Britain's royal lineage. Over
100 color illustrations.
Queens of the Crusades Alison Weir 2021-02-23 Packed with incredible true stories and legendary medieval intrigue,
this epic narrative history chronicles the first five queens from the powerful royal family that ruled England and
France for over three hundred years. The Plantagenet queens of England played a role in some of the most dramatic
events in our history. Crusading queens, queens in rebellion against their king, seductive queens, learned queens, queens
in battle, queens who enlivened England with the romantic culture of southern Europe—these determined women often
broke through medieval constraints to exercise power and influence, for good and sometimes for ill. This second volume
of Alison Weir’s critically acclaimed history of the queens of medieval England now moves into a period of even higher
drama, from 1154 to 1291: years of chivalry and courtly love, dynastic ambition, conflict between church and
throne, baronial wars, and the ruthless interplay between the rival monarchs of Britain and France. We see events such
as the murder of Becket, the Magna Carta, and the birth of parliaments from a new perspective. Weir’s narrative begins
with the formidable Eleanor of Aquitaine, whose marriage to Henry II established a dynasty that ruled for over three
hundred years and created the most powerful empire in western Christendom—but also sowed the seeds for some of the
most destructive family conflicts in history and for the collapse, under her son King John, of England’s power in Europe.
The lives of Eleanor’s four successors were just as remarkable: Berengaria of Navarre, queen of Richard the Lionheart;
Isabella of Angoul me, queen of John; Alienor of Provence, queen of Henry III; and finally Eleanor of Castile, the
grasping but beloved wife of Edward I. Through the story of these first five Plantagenet queens, Alison Weir provides
a fresh, enthralling narrative focusing on these fascinating female monarchs during this dramatic period of high romance
and sometimes low politics, with determined women at its heart.
Queens of the Conquest Alison Weir 2017-09-26 In the first volume of an exciting new series, bestselling author
Alison Weir brings the dramatic reigns of England’s medieval queens to life. The lives of England’s medieval queens were
packed with incident—love, intrigue, betrayal, adultery, and warfare—but their stories have been largely obscured by
centuries of myth and omission. Now esteemed biographer Alison Weir provides a fresh perspective and restores these
women to their rightful place in history. Spanning the years from the Norman conquest in 1066 to the dawn of a new
era in 1154, when Henry II succeeded to the throne and Eleanor of Aquitaine, the first Plantagenet queen, was
crowned, this epic book brings to vivid life five women, including: Matilda of Flanders, wife of William the Conqueror,
the first Norman king; Matilda of Scotland, revered as “the common mother of all England”; and Empress Maud,
England’s first female ruler, whose son King Henry II would go on to found the Plantagenet dynasty. More than those
who came before or after them, these Norman consorts were recognized as equal sharers in sovereignty. Without the
support of their wives, the Norman kings could not have ruled their disparate dominions as effectively. Drawing from
the most reliable contemporary sources, Weir skillfully strips away centuries of romantic lore to share a balanced
and authentic take on the importance of these female monarchs. What emerges is a seamless royal saga, an allencompassing portrait of English medieval queenship, and a sweeping panorama of British history. Praise for Queens of
the Conquest “Best-selling author [Alison] Weir pens another readable, well-researched English history, the first in a
proposed four-volume series on England’s medieval queens. . . . Weir’s research skills and storytelling ability combine
beautifully to tell a fascinating story supported by excellent historical research. Fans of her fiction and nonfiction
will enjoy this latest work.”—Library Journal (starred review) “Another sound feminist resurrection by a seasoned
historian . . . Though Norman queens were largely unknowable, leave it to this prolific historical biographer to bring
them to life. . . . As usual, Weir is meticulous in her research.”—Kirkus Reviews
The Story of Britain: From the Romans to the Present: A Narrative History Rebecca Fraser 2006-11-17 “A
beautifully written story, a box of delights, a treasure trove: final proof of truth’s superiority over
fiction.”—Andrew Roberts A sparkling anecdotal account with the pace of an epic, about the men and women who
created turning points in history. Rebecca Fraser's dramatic portrayal of the scientists, statesmen, explorers,
soldiers, traders, and artists who forged Britain's national institutions is the perfect introduction to British history.
Just as much as kings and queens, battles and empire, Britain's great themes have been the liberty of the individual, the
rule of law, and the parliamentary democracy invented to protect them. Ever since Caractacus and Boudicca surprised
the Romans with the bravery of their resistance, Britain has stood out as the home of freedom. From Thomas More to
William Wilberforce, from Gladstone to Churchill, Britain's history is studded with heroic figures who have resisted
tyranny in all its guises, whether it be the Stuart kings' belief in divine right, the institution of slavery, or the
ambitions of Napoleon and Hitler.
The Kings and Queens of Britain Cath Senker 2021-08-15 Who was the first king of England? Did Henry I assassinate
his brother? How did 'Bloody Mary' reinstate Roman Catholicism? For more than 1,000 years the British monarchy has
dramatically shaped national and international history. Kings and queens have conquered territory, imposed religious
change and extracted taxation, each with their own motivations and ambitions. In this fascinating book, Cath Senker
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delves into the extraordinary history of the British monarchy and its host of kings, queens and pretenders. There have
been benevolent rulers, violent ones, religious fanatics, brilliant economists, masters of diplomacy and the power
hungry. But whether they have abused their power or used it for good, each monarch has played a part in the rich
tapestry of British history, coping with both international and civil wars, rebellions and criticism. The Kings & Queens
of Britain introduces a thousand-year history, providing rich biographical detail of Britain's remarkable monarchs.
Passage to Pontefract Jean Plaidy 2010-12-07 Jean Plaidy's popular Plantagenet series continues with this, the
tenth volume. Richard of Bordeaux, young heir to the throne after Edward the Third, is surrounded by ambitious uncles
who believe it would be better for the country if they could take the crown. While Richard shows himself capable of
reckless bravery in defeating the Peasants' Revolt, his extravagance soon brings him into conflict with his people.
Before long the king's most powerful opponents confront Richard and threaten to depose him. Here is a vivid picture of
Richard's court, his devotion to his favourite Robert de Vere, his love for two Queens, clever Anne and the little
Isabella, and of his headlong journey towards disaster. He is determined to take his revenge on the five lords who have
humiliated him, but while he succeeds with four of them, the fifth proves to be far more of a challenge. Henry of
Bolingbroke, son of John of Gaunt, is clever, subtle and absolutely set on achieving what his father had failed to ...
Common People Alison Light 2015-09-17 "First published in 2014 by the Penguin Group"--Title page verso.
The Ring and the Crown Alison Weir 2011 Presents a history of British royal weddings, from 1066 to 2011.
Crown and Country David Starkey 2010 An exploration of the British monarchy from the retreat of the Romans up
until the modern day. This compendium volume of two earlier books is fully revised and updated. The monarchy is one of
Britain's longest surviving institutions - as well as one of its most tumultuous and revered. David Starkey looks at
the monarchy as a whole, charting its history from Roman times, to the Wars of the Roses, the chaos of the Civil
War, the fall of Charles I and Cromwell's emergence as Lord Protector - all the way up until the Victorian era when
Britain's monarchs came face-to-face with modernity. This collection of biographies of Britain's kings and queens
provides an in-depth examination of what the British monarchy has meant, what it means now and what it will continue
to mean.
Britain's Royal Families Alison Weir 2008 "George III is alleged to have married secretly, on 17th April, 1759, a
Quakeress called Hannah Lightfoot, daughter of a Wapping shoemaker, who is said to have borne him three children.
Documents relating to the alleged marriage, bearing the Prince's signature, were impounded and examined in 1866 by the
Attorney General. Learned opinion at the time leaned to the view that these documents were genuine. They were then
placed in the Royal Archives at Windsor; in 1910, permission was refused a would-be author who asked to see them. If
George III did make such a marriage when he was Prince of Wales, before the passing of the Royal Marriages Act in
1772, then his subsequent marriage to Queen Charlotte was bigamous, and every monarch of Britain since has been a
usurper, the rightful heirs of George III being his children by Hannah Lightfoot, if they ever existed"--Britain's Royal
Families."Britain's Royal Families" is a unique reference book. It provides, for the first time in one volume, complete
genealogical details of all members of the royal houses of England, Scotland and Great Britain - from 800AD to the
present. Here is the vital biographical information relating not only to each monarch, but also to every member of their
immediate family, from parents to grandchildren. Drawing on countless authorities, both ancient and modern, Alison
Weir explores the royal family tree in unprecedented depth and provides a comprehensive guide to the heritage of today's
royal family.
WRITING A NON-BORING FAMILY HISTORY HAZEL. EDWARDS 2016
The Mammoth Book of British Kings & Queens Mike Ashley 1999-09 Covers more than 1000 rulers and two millennia
of history
The Queen Mother Lady Colin Campbell 2012-04-24 Packed with stunning revelations, this is the inside story of The
Queen Mother from the New York Times bestselling author who first revealed the truth about Princess Diana Queen
Elizabeth The Queen Mother has been called the "most successful queen since Cleopatra." Her personality was so
captivating that even her arch-enemy Wallis Simpson wrote about "her legendary charm." Portrayed as a selfless
partner to the King in the Oscar-winning movie The King's Speech, The Queen Mother is most often remembered from her
later years as the smiling granny with the pastel hats. When she died in 2002, just short of her 102nd birthday, she
was praised for a long life well lived. But there was another side to her story. For the first time, Lady Colin Campbell
shows us that the untold life of the Queen Mother is far more fascinating and moving than the official version that
has been peddled ever since she became royal in 1923. With unparalleled sources--including members of the Royal Family,
aristocrats, and friends and relatives of Elizabeth herself—this mesmerizing account takes us inside the real and
sometimes astonishing world of the royal family.
The Lost Tudor Princess Alison Weir 2016-01-12 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE INDEPENDENT • From bestselling author and acclaimed historian Alison Weir comes the
first biography of Margaret Douglas, the beautiful, cunning niece of Henry VIII of England who used her sharp
intelligence and covert power to influence the succession after the death of Elizabeth I. Royal Tudor blood ran in her
veins. Her mother was a queen, her father an earl, and she herself was the granddaughter, niece, cousin, and grandmother
of monarchs. Lady Margaret Douglas, Countess of Lennox, was an important figure in Tudor England, yet today,
while her contemporaries—Anne Boleyn, Mary, Queen of Scots, Elizabeth I—have achieved celebrity status, she is
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largely forgotten. Margaret’s life was steeped in intrigue, drama, and tragedy—from her auspicious birth in 1530 to
her parents’ bitter divorce, from her ill-fated love affairs to her appointment as lady-in-waiting for four of Henry’s six
wives. In an age when women were expected to stay out of the political arena, alluring and tempestuous Margaret
helped orchestrate one of the most notorious marriages of the sixteenth century: that of her son Lord Darnley to
Mary, Queen of Scots. Margaret defiantly warred with two queens—Mary, and Elizabeth of England—and was
instrumental in securing the Stuart ascension to the throne of England for her grandson, James VI. The life of Margaret
Douglas spans five reigns and provides many missing links between the Tudor and Stuart dynasties. Drawing on decades
of research and myriad original sources—including many of Margaret’s surviving letters—Alison Weir brings this
captivating character out of the shadows and presents a strong, capable woman who operated effectively and
fearlessly at the very highest levels of power. Praise for The Lost Tudor Princess “This is a substantial, detailed
biography of a fascinating woman who lived her extraordinary life to the full, taking desperate chances for love and
for ambition. It will appeal to anyone with an interest in the powerful women of the Tudor period.”—Philippa Gregory,
The Washington Post “Tackling the family from an unexpected angle, Weir offers a blow-by-blow account of six
decades of palace intrigue. . . . Weir balances historical data with emotional speculation to illuminate the ferocious
dynastic ambitions and will to power that earned her subject a place in the spotlight.”—The New York Times Book
Review
Victoria the Queen Julia Woodlands Baird 2016 The race to the crown -- The birth of "pocket Hercules"--The lonely,
naughty princess -- An impossible, strange madness -- "Awful scenes in the house"--Becoming queen: "I shall not fail" -The coronation: "a dream out of the Arabian nights" -- Learning to rule -- A scandal in the palace -- Virago in love -The bride: "I never, never spent such an evening" -- Only the husband, not the master -- The palace intruders -- King to
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all intents: "like a vulture into his prey" -- Perfect, awful, spotless prosperity -- Annus Mirabilis: the revolutionary
year -- What Albert did: the Great Exhibition of 1851 -- The Crimea: 'This unsatisfactory war' -- London boils over -Royal parents: "everything passes so quickly!" -- "Who will call me Victoria now?" -- "The whole house seems like
Pompeii." -- Resuscitating the widow at Windsor -- The queen's stallion -- The faery queen awakes -- Enough to kill
any man -- Two ironclads colliding: the queen and Mr. Gladstone -- The monarch in a bonnet -- The "poor munshi" -- The
diamond empire -- The end of the Victorian Age - "The streets were indeed a strange sight
Katherine of Aragon, the True Queen Alison Weir 2016 Spanish princess Katherine of Aragon, after being widowed from
the future King of England, marries his brother and shares a happy marriage that is overshadowed by her failure to bear
a healthy son and the king's growing obsession with another woman.
Wolf Hall Hilary Mantel 2009-10-13 In the ruthless arena of King Henry VIII's court, only one man dares to gamble
his life to win the king's favor and ascend to the heights of political power England in the 1520s is a heartbeat from
disaster. If the king dies without a male heir, the country could be destroyed by civil war. Henry VIII wants to annul his
marriage of twenty years, and marry Anne Boleyn. The pope and most of Europe opposes him. The quest for the king's
freedom destroys his adviser, the brilliant Cardinal Wolsey, and leaves a power vacuum. Into this impasse steps
Thomas Cromwell. Cromwell is a wholly original man, a charmer and a bully, both idealist and opportunist, astute in
reading people and a demon of energy: he is also a consummate politician, hardened by his personal losses, implacable in
his ambition. But Henry is volatile: one day tender, one day murderous. Cromwell helps him break the opposition, but
what will be the price of his triumph? In inimitable style, Hilary Mantel presents a picture of a half-made society on the
cusp of change, where individuals fight or embrace their fate with passion and courage. With a vast array of
characters, overflowing with incident, the novel re-creates an era when the personal and political are separated by a
hairbreadth, where success brings unlimited power but a single failure means death.
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