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finds herself caught between the traditions of her
Love Marriage V. V. Ganeshananthan 2008-04-08

ancestors and the lure of her own modern world.

In this globe-scattered Sri Lankan family, we

But when she is summoned to Toronto to help

speak of only two kinds of marriage. The first is

care for her dying uncle, Kumaran, a former

the Arranged Marriage. The second is the Love

member of the militant Tamil Tigers, Yalini is

Marriage. In reality, there is a whole spectrum in

forced to see that violence is not a relic of the Sri

between, but most of us spend years running

Lankan past, but very much a part of her Western

away from the first toward the second. [p. 3] The

present. While Kumaran’s loved ones gather

daughter of Sri Lankan immigrants who left their

around him to say goodbye, Yalini traces her

collapsing country and married in America, Yalini

family’s roots–and the conflicts facing them as
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ethnic Tamils–through a series of marriages.

Alarcón, author of Lost City Radio “V. V.

Now, as Kumaran’s death and his daughter’s

Ganeshananthan has given us a riveting picture

politically motivated nuptials edge closer, Yalini

of the intersections of love and war that shape us

must decide where she stands. Lyrical and

all. A debut of incredible passion and wisdom.”

innovative, V. V. Ganeshananthan’s novel

–Rebecca Johns, author of Icebergs “At its best

brilliantly unfolds how generations of struggle both

and simplest, Ganeshananthan can be profoundly

form and fractures families. Praise for Love

moving. She captures the pain of exile

Marriage “A beautiful first novel. This intricately

poignantly.” --The San Francisco Chronicle

woven tale, with its universal themes of love and

“Ganeshananthan has created a slow-burning

estrangement, presents an exciting new voice in

and beautifully written debut in Love Marriage. It

American literature.” –Yiyun Li, author of A

is an evocative examination of Sri Lankan cultural

Thousand Years of Good Prayers “Complex and

mores, and the way one family is affected by love

moving . . . an impressive debut.” –Daniel

and war” — The Financial Times “Poignant and
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authentic…. Insight gained into Toronto's Tamil

does here, she does quite affectingly." -- The

community is a welcome bonus in this gem of a

Boston Globe "In spare, lyrical prose, V.V.

book by a young writer who is sure to present

Ganeshananthan's debut novel tells the story of

more thought-provoking, entertaining prose in the

two Sri Lankan Tamil families over four

future.” --The Toronto Star “The book is at times

generations who, despite civil war and

witty and always beautifully written” — The Irish

displacement, are irrevocably joined by marriage

Times "Innovative….this is an ambitious family

and tradition….Powerful." -- Ms. Magazine

drama about an underreported part of the world,

Goat Days Benyamin 2012-07-17 Najeeb’s

filled with well-shaded characters [and] gorgeous

dearest wish is to work in the Gulf and earn

flourish…Buy it." -- New York Magazine "As if she

enough money to send back home. He achieves

were stringing a necklace of bright beads, the

his dream only to be propelled by a series of

author relates the stories of Yalini's Sri Lankan

incidents, grim and absurd, into a slave-like

forebears in lapidary folkloric narratives…What she

existence herding goats in the middle of the
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Saudi desert. Memories of the lush, verdant

“[A] galloping great read... [a] genuine work of

landscape of his village and of his loving family

art.”—Porter Shreve, San Francisco Chronicle,

haunt Najeeb whose only solace is the

front-page review Bill Reed manages a wildlife

companionship of goats. In the end, the lonely

sanctuary in rural Idaho, caring for injured

young man contrives a hazardous scheme to

animals unable to survive in the wild —raptors, a

escape his desert prison. Goat Days was

wolf, and his beloved bear, Majer, among them.

published to acclaim in Malayalam and became a

He hopes to marry the local vet and live out a

bestseller. One of the brilliant new talents of

quiet life, until a childhood friend is released from

Malayalam literature, Benyamin’s wry and tender

prison and threatens to reveal Bill’s darkest

telling transforms this strange and bitter comedy

secrets. Suddenly forced to confront his criminal

of Najeeb’s life in the desert into a universal tale

past, Bill battles fiercely to preserve both the

of loneliness and alienation.

shelter and his hard-won new identity. Alternating

The Animals: A Novel Christian Kiefer 2015-03-23

between the past and the present, The Animals
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builds powerfully toward the revelation of Bill’s

Years of drinking have seen to that. As his health

defining betrayal—and the drastic lengths he’ll go

fades, he embarks with his friend Ari on a

to in order to escape the consequences.

madcap search for legendary cricket bowler

The Legend of Pradeep Mathew Shehan

Pradeep Mathew. En route they discover a

Karunatilaka 2012-05-08 Winner of the

mysterious six-fingered coach, a Tamil Tiger

Commonwealth Book Prize * Winner of the

warlord, and startling truths about their beloved

$50,000 DSC Prize for South Asian Literature * *

sport and country. A prizewinner in Sri Lanka,

A Publishers Weekly "First Fiction" Pick for Spring

and a sensation in India and Britain, The Legend

2012 * "A crazy ambidextrous delight. A drunk

of Pradeep Mathew by Shehan Karunatilaka is a

and totally unreliable narrator runs alongside the

nimble and original debut that blends cricket and

reader insisting him or her into the great fictional

the history of modern Sri Lanka into a vivid and

possibilities of cricket."--Michael Ondaatje Aging

comedic swirl.

sportswriter W.G. Karunasena's liver is shot.
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2014-09-02 Before violence tore apart the

Saraswathie is living in the active war zone of Sri

tapestry of Sri Lanka and turned its pristine

Lanka, and hopes to become a teacher. But her

beaches red, there were two families. Yasodhara

dreams for the future are abruptly stamped out

tells the story of her own Sinhala family, rich in

when she is arrested by a group of Sinhala

love, with everything they could ask for. As a

soldiers and pulled into the very heart of the

child in idyllic Colombo, Yasodhara's and her

conflict that she has tried so hard to avoid – a

siblings' lives are shaped by social hierarchies,

conflict that, eventually, will connect her and

their parents' ambitions, teenage love and, subtly,

Yasodhara in unexpected ways. Nayomi

the differences between Tamil and Sinhala

Munaweera's Island of a Thousand Mirrors is an

people; but the peace is shattered by the

emotionally resonant saga of cultural heritage,

tragedies of war. Yasodhara's family escapes to

heartbreaking conflict and deep family bonds.

Los Angeles. But Yasodhara's life has already

Narrated in two unforgettably authentic voices

become intertwined with a young Tamil girl's...

and spanning the entirety of the decades-long
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civil war, it offers an unparalleled portrait of a

minority is pushed inexorably towards the coast

beautiful land during its most difficult moment by

by the advancing army. Amongst the evacuees is

a spellbinding new literary talent who promises

Dinesh, whose world has contracted to a

tremendous things to come.

makeshift camp where time is measured by the

The Story of a Brief Marriage Anuk

shells that fall around him like clockwork.

Arudpragasam 2016-09-06 Shortlisted for the

Alienated from family, home, language, and body,

Dylan Thomas Prize “Brave...Brilliant...This is a

he exists in a state of mute acceptance, numb to

book that makes one kneel before the elegance

the violence around him, till he is approached one

of the human spirit and the yearning that is at the

morning by an old man who makes an

essence of every life.” —The New York Times

unexpected proposal: that Dinesh marry his

Book Review "One of the best books I have read

daughter, Ganga. Marriage, in this world, is an

in years." —Colm Toibin Two and a half decades

attempt at safety, like the beached fishing boat

into a devastating civil war, Sri Lanka’s Tamil

under which Dinesh huddles during the bombings.
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As a couple, they would be less likely to be

speaking—that give us direction and purpose,

conscripted to fight for the rebels, and less likely

even as the world around us collapses. Set over

to be abused in the case of an army victory.

the course of a single day and night, this

Thrust into this situation of strange intimacy and

unflinching debut confronts marriage and war, life

dependence, Dinesh and Ganga try to come to

and death, bestowing on its subjects the highest

terms with everything that has happened,

dignity, however briefly.

hesitantly attempting to awaken to themselves

Funny Boy Shyam Selvadurai 2013-01-29 In this

and to one another before the war closes over

remarkable debut novel, a boy’s bittersweet

them once more. Anuk Arudpragasam’s The

passage to maturity and sexual awakening is set

Story of a Brief Marriage is a feat of extraordinary

against escalating political tensions in Sri Lanka,

sensitivity and imagination, a meditation on the

during the seven years leading up to the 1983

fundamental elements of human

riots. Arjie Chelvaratnam is a Tamil boy growing

existence—eating, sleeping, washing, touching,

up in an extended family in Colombo. It is through
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his eyes that the story unfolds and we meet a

sibling rivalries and adolescent heartbreaks, the

delightful, sometimes eccentric cast of characters.

burdens of exile and belonging, and the harsh

Arjie’s journey from the luminous simplicity of

demands of survival. Written in stirring prose that

childhood days into the more intricately shaded

evokes the beauty of the island country and the

world of adults – with its secrets, its injustices,

bloodshed that has destroyed it, Nayomi

and its capacity for violence – is a memorable

Munaweera's debut novel is a haunting tale of

one, as time and time again the true longings of

lives distorted by terrible violence." -- Cover.

the human heart are held against the way things

Elephant Complex John Gimlette 2016-02-16 No

are.

one sees the world quite like John Gimlette. As

Island of a Thousand Mirrors Nayomi Munaweera

The New York Times once noted, “he writes with

2013 "Straddling opposite side of the long and

enormous wit, indignation, and a heightened

brutal civil war in Sri Lanka, two girls - one

sense of the absurd.” Writing for both the

Sinhala, the other Tamil - navigate their histories,

adventurer and the armchair traveler, he has an
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eye for unusually telling detail, a sense of

forts; to the “Bible Belt” of Buddhism—the

wonder, and compelling curiosity for the inside

tsunami-ravaged southeast coast; then up into the

story. This time, he travels to Sri Lanka, a country

great green highlands (“the garden in the sky”)

only now emerging from twenty-six years of civil

and Kandy, the country’s eccentric, aristocratic

war. Delving deep into the nation’s story, Gimlette

Shangri-la. Along the way, a wild and often

provides us with an astonishing, multifaceted

desperate history takes shape, a tale of great

portrait of the island today. His travels reveal the

colonies (Arab, Portuguese, British, and Dutch)

country as never before. Beginning in the

and of the cultural divisions that still divide this

exuberant capital, Colombo (“a hint of anarchy

society. Before long, we’re in Jaffna and the

everywhere”), he ventures out in all directions: to

Vanni, crucibles of the recent conflict. These

the dry zones where the island’s 5,800 wild

areas—the hottest, driest, and least

elephants congregate around ancient reservoirs;

hospitable—have been utterly devastated by war

through cinnamon country with its Portuguese

and are only now struggling to their feet. But this
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is also a story of friendship and remarkable

at once heavenly and hellish—all brought to

encounters. In the course of his journey, Gimlette

vibrant, fascinating life here on the page.

meets farmers, war heroes, ancient tribesmen,

Marriage of a Thousand Lies SJ Sindu

world-class cricketers, terrorists, a former

2017-06-13 “What a gorgeous, heartbreaking

president, old planters, survivors of great

novel.”—Roxane Gay  A necessary and exciting

massacres—and perhaps some of their

addition to both the Sri Lankan-American and

perpetrators. That’s to say nothing of the island’s

LGBTQ canons, SJ Sindu's debut novel offers a

beguiling fauna: elephants, crocodiles, snakes,

moving and sharply rendered exploration of

storks, and the greatest concentration of leopards

friendship, family, love, and loss. Lucky and her

on Earth. Here is a land of extravagant beauty

husband, Krishna, are gay. They present an

and profound devastation, of ingenuity and

illusion of marital bliss to their conservative Sri

catastrophe, possessed of both a volatile past

Lankan–American families, while each dates on

and an uncertain future—a place capable of being

the side. It’s not ideal, but for Lucky, it seems to
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be working. She goes out dancing, she drinks a

she willing to walk away from all that she values

bit, she makes ends meet by doing digital art on

about her parents and community to live in a new

commission. But when Lucky’s grandmother has

truth? As Lucky—an outsider no matter what

a nasty fall, Lucky returns to her childhood home

choices she makes—is pushed to the breaking

and unexpectedly reconnects with her former best

point, Marriage of a Thousand Lies offers a vivid

friend and first lover, Nisha, who is preparing for

exploration of a life lived at a complex intersection

her own arranged wedding with a man she’s

of race, sexuality, and nationality. The result is a

never met. As the connection between the two

profoundly American debut novel shot through

women is rekindled, Lucky tries to save Nisha

with humor and loss, a story of love, family, and

from entering a marriage based on a lie. But does

the truths that define us all.

Nisha really want to be saved? And after a

Anil's Ghost Michael Ondaatje 2010-10-08

decade’s worth of lying, can Lucky break free of

Following the phenomenal success of Michael

her own circumstances and build a new life? Is

Ondaatje’s Booker Prize-winning third novel, The
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English Patient, expectations were almost

Governor General’s Literary Award for Fiction, the

insurmountable. The internationally acclaimed #1

Kiriyama Pacific Rim Book Prize and the Giller

bestseller had made Ondaatje the first Canadian

Prize, Anil’s Ghost became an international

novelist ever to win the Booker. Four years later,

bestseller. “Nowhere has Ondaatje written more

in 1996, a motion picture based on the book

beautifully,” said The New York Times Book

brought the story to a vast new audience. The

Review. The setting is Sri Lanka. Steeped in

film, starring Ralph Fiennes and Juliette Binoche,

centuries of cultural achievement and tradition,

went on to win numerous prizes, among them

the country has been ravaged in the late

nine Academy Awards, including Best Picture.

twentieth century by bloody civil war. As in The

Worldwide English-language sales of the book

English Patient, Ondaatje’s latest novel follows a

topped two million copies. But in April 2000, Anil’s

woman’s attempt to piece together the lost life of

Ghost was widely hailed as Ondaatje’s most

a victim of war. Anil Tissera, born in Sri Lanka

powerful and engrossing novel to date. Winning a

but educated in England and the U.S., is sent by
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an international human rights group to participate

as a detective story, the book gradually gives way

in an investigation into suspected mass political

to a more intricate exploration of its characters, a

murders in her homeland. Working with an

symphony of loss and loneliness haunted by a

archaeologist, she discovers a skeleton whose

cast of solitary strangers and ghosts. The

identity takes Anil on a fascinating journey that

atrocities of a seemingly futile, muddled war are

involves a riveting mystery. What follows, in a

juxtaposed against the ancient, complex and

novel rich with character, emotion, and incident, is

ultimately redemptive culture and landscape of Sri

a story about love and loss, about family, identity

Lanka. Anil’s Ghost is Michael Ondaatje's first

and the unknown enemy. And it is a quest to

novel to be set in the country of his birth.

unlock the hidden past – like a handful of soil

“There’s a tendency with us in England and

analyzed by an archaeologist, the story becomes

North America to say it’s a book ‘about Sri

more diffuse the farther we reach into history. A

Lanka.’ But it’s just my take on a few characters,

universal tale of the casualties of war, unfolding

a personal tunnelling into that … The book’s not
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just about Sri Lanka; it’s a story that’s very

by class hatred. Annalukshmi, a spirited young

familiar in other parts of the world” – in Africa, in

schoolteacher, finds herself caught between her

Yugoslavia, in South America, in Ireland. “I didn’t

family’s pressures to marry and her own desire

want it to be a political tract. I wanted it to be a

for a more independent life. Then there is her

human study of people in the midst of fear.”

uncle Balendran, whose comfortable life of

Cinnamon Gardens Shyam Selvadurai

privilege is rocked by the arrival of Richard, a

2012-12-04 Set in 1920s’ Ceylon, during the

lover from his past. Their uneasy reunion re-

turbulent closing days of colonial rule, this

ignites tensions with Balendran’s powerful father,

evocative story of intertwined lives takes us

and threatens all on which Balendran has built his

behind the fragrant gardens and polished

present life. Sensual, perceptive, and wise,

surfaces of the elite who reside in a wealthy

Cinnamon Gardens is a novel of exceptional

suburb of Colombo to reveal a world of splintered

achievement – an exquisite tapestry of lives.

families, conflicted passions, and lives destroyed

The Sound of My Voice Ron Butlin 2018-04-12 A
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novel of an ordinary family man trying to fill the

Sound of My Voice tells the story of an alcoholic:

void inside with drink: “One of the greatest pieces

a frantic attempt by some inner voice to halt an

of fiction to come out of Britain in the Eighties.”

apparent need for self-destruction. More

—Irvine Welsh Morris Magellan is thirty-four years

generally, it presents the conflict between modern

old and already two-thirds destroyed. By day he

man’s cowardice and cruelty, and a desperate

is an executive. After six and on weekends he is

attempt to recover humanity. “One of the most

the husband of an understanding wife and the

inventive and daring novels ever to have come

father of two. At all times he is a music lover and

out of Scotland. Playful, haunting and moving,

a drunk. Of the past he remembers only fear, and

this is writing of the highest quality.” —Ian Rankin

of the future he senses even greater terror to

“A powerful portrait of alcoholism and self-

come; he is a man struggling from moment to

destruction.” —Bookseller

moment to salvage something of himself before

Still Counting the Dead Frances Harrison

that too slips from his grasp. On one level The

2012-09-20 "An extraordinary book. This dignified,
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just and unbearable account of the dark heart of

crimes investigation, and Frances Harrison, a

Sri Lanka needs to be read by everyone." —

BBC correspondent for Sri Lanka during the

Roma Tearne, author of Mosquito The tropical

conflict, recounts those crimes for the first time in

island of Sri Lanka is a paradise for tourists, but

sobering, shattering detail.

in 2009 it became a hell for its Tamil minority, as

Noontide Toll Romesh Gunesekera 2010-11-09 In

decades of civil war between the Tamil Tiger

postwar Sri Lanka, a hired driver observes his

guerrillas and the government reached its bloody

passengers—tourists, soldiers, businessmen, and

climax. Caught in the crossfire were hundreds of

others—in these linked stories by a “master

thousands of schoolchildren, doctors, farmers,

storyteller” (The New York Times). Vasantha

fishermen, nuns, and other civilians. And the

retired early, bought himself a van, and now

government ensured through a strict media

works as a driver for hire. As he drives through

blackout that the world was unaware of their

Sri Lanka, carrying aid workers, entrepreneurs,

suffering. Now, a UN enquiry has called for war

and visiting families; meeting lonely soldiers and
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eager hoteliers, he engages them with self-

Romesh Gunesekera “Monkfish Moon strikes the

deprecating wit and folksy wisdom—while

reader like a hammer blow. . . . Gunesekera’s

revealing to us their uncertain lives with piercing

subtly erotic prose animates Sri Lanka’s natural

insight. On his journey from the army camps in

luxuriance, veined with menace.” —Voice Literary

northern Jaffna to the moonlit ramparts of Galle,

Supplement

in the south, Vasantha slowly discovers the depth

Half a Life Darin Strauss 2011-05-31 In this

of his country’s troubles—as well as his

powerful, unforgettable memoir, acclaimed

own—while catching a glimmer of the promise the

novelist Darin Strauss examines the far-reaching

future might hold. From the Booker

consequences of the tragic moment that has

Prize–shortlisted author of Reef comes a

shadowed his whole life. In his last month of high

collection of “gracefully crafted road stories” that

school, he was behind the wheel of his dad's

draws a potent portrait of postwar Sri Lanka and

Oldsmobile, driving with friends, heading off to

the ghosts of civil war (TheGuardian). Praise for

play mini-golf. Then: a classmate swerved in front
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of his car. The collision resulted in her death.

the award-winning author of Marriage of a

With piercing insight and stark prose, Darin

Thousand Lies comes a brilliantly written, globe-

Strauss leads us on a deeply personal,

spanning novel about identity, faith, family, and

immediate, and emotional journey—graduating

sexuality. In Tamil Nadu, India, a boy is born with

high school, going away to college, starting his

blue skin. His father sets up an ashram, and the

writing career, falling in love with his future wife,

family makes a living off of the pilgrims who seek

becoming a father. Along the way, he takes a

the child’s blessings and miracles, believing

hard look at loss and guilt, maturity and

young Kalki to be the tenth human incarnation of

accountability, hope and, at last, acceptance. The

the Hindu god Vishnu. In Kalki’s tenth year, he is

result is a staggering, uplifting tour de force. Look

confronted with three trials that will test his power

for special features inside, including an interview

and prove his divine status and, his father tells

with Colum McCann.

him, spread his fame worldwide. While he seems

Blue-Skinned Gods SJ Sindu 2021-11-02 From

to pass them, Kalki begins to question his divinity.
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Over the next decade, his family unravels, and

drama. Telling the bloody story of the House of

every relationship he relied on—father, mother,

Atreus, Aeschylus's tragedy stages an eternal

aunt, uncle, cousin—starts falling apart. Traveling

debate about justice and revenge that remains

from India to the underground rock scene of New

relevant more than two millenia later. Now

York City, Blue-Skinned Gods explores ethnic,

available in the Bloomsbury Revelations series in

gender, and sexual identities, and spans

this classic and authoritative translation by Hugh

continents and faiths, in an expansive and

Lloyd-Jones, this book contains the text of all

heartfelt look at the need for belief in our globally

three plays - Agamemnon, The Libation Bearers

interconnected world.

and The Eumenides - with extensive scholarly

The Oresteia Aeschylus, 2014-04-24 First

annotation throughout.

performed in 458BC, Aeschylus's trilogy of plays -

Paper is White Hilary Zaid 2018-02-19 When oral

known collectively as The Oresteia - remains

historian Ellen Margolis and her girlfriend decide

perhaps the great masterpiece of Ancient tragic

to get married, Ellen realizes that she can’t go
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through with a wedding until she tells her

past and the words we must find to make

grandmother. There’s only one problem: her

ourselves whole.

grandmother is dead. As the two young women

A Woman Is No Man Etaf Rum 2019-03-05 A

beat their own early path toward marriage

Goodreads Choice Awards Finalist for Best

equality, Ellen’s longing to plumb that voluminous

Fiction and Best Debut • BookBrowse's Best

silence draws her into a clandestine entanglement

Book of the Year • A Marie Claire Best Women's

with a wily Holocaust survivor—a woman with

Fiction of the Year • A Real Simple Best Book of

more to hide than tell—and a secret search for

the Year • A PopSugar Best Book of the Year All

buried history. If there is to be a wedding Ellen

Written By Females • A New York Times Book

must decide: How much do you need to share to

Review Editors’ Choice • A Washington Post 10

be true to the one you love? Set in ebullient,

Books to Read in March • A Newsweek Best

1990s Dot-com era San Francisco, Paper is

Book of the Summer • A USA Today Best Book

White is a novel about the gravitational pull of the

of the Week • A Washington Book Review
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Difficult-To-Put-Down Novel • A Refinery 29 Best

generations of Palestinian-American women

Books of the Month • A Buzzfeed News 4 Books

struggling to express their individual desires

We Couldn't Put Down Last Month • A New Arab

within the confines of their Arab culture in the

Best Books by Arab Authors • An Electric Lit 20

wake of shocking intimate violence in their

Best Debuts of the First Half of 2019 • A The

community. "Where I come from, we’ve learned

Millions Most Anticipated Books of 2019

to silence ourselves. We’ve been taught that

“Garnering justified comparisons to Khaled

silence will save us. Where I come from, we keep

Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns... Etaf

these stories to ourselves. To tell them to the

Rum’s debut novel is a must-read about women

outside world is unheard of—dangerous, the

mustering up the bravery to follow their inner

ultimate shame.” Palestine, 1990. Seventeen-

voice.” —Refinery 29 The New York Times

year-old Isra prefers reading books to entertaining

bestseller and Read with Jenna TODAY SHOW

the suitors her father has chosen for her. Over

Book Club pick telling the story of three

the course of a week, the naïve and dreamy girl
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finds herself quickly betrothed and married, and is

that killed them when Deya was only eight. But

soon living in Brooklyn. There Isra struggles to

her grandmother is firm on the matter: the only

adapt to the expectations of her oppressive

way to secure a worthy future for Deya is through

mother-in-law Fareeda and strange new husband

marriage to the right man. But fate has a will of

Adam, a pressure that intensifies as she begins

its own, and soon Deya will find herself on an

to have children—four daughters instead of the

unexpected path that leads her to shocking truths

sons Fareeda tells Isra she must bear. Brooklyn,

about her family—knowledge that will force her to

2008. Eighteen-year-old Deya, Isra’s oldest

question everything she thought she knew about

daughter, must meet with potential husbands at

her parents, the past, and her own future.

her grandmother Fareeda’s insistence, though her

RETURN TO SRI LANKA RAZEEN. SALLY 2019

only desire is to go to college. Deya can’t help

On Sal Mal Lane Ru Freeman 2013-04-29 One of

but wonder if her options would have been

Reader's Digest Best Summer Reads (US). Set

different had her parents survived the car crash

against the backdrop of the Sri Lankan civil war,
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Ru Freeman’s epic novel explores the lives of the

differences ignite in ways no one could have

diverse families that live on Sal Mal Lane and the

imagined. As the stability of their neighborhood is

heartbreaking ways this once harmonious

threatened by clashing political beliefs and

community turns on one another with the country

prejudices, the children of the community are

on the brink of war. On the day the Herath family

forced to watch their parents and friends turn

moves in, Sal Mal Lane is a quiet street,

against one another. Seen through the children's

disturbed only by the cries of the children whose

eyes, the events on Sal Mal Lane come to mirror

triumphs and tragedies sustain the families that

the course of modern Sri Lanka at its most violent

live there. As each neighbour adapts to the

and volatile. A powerful, evocative work, On Sal

newcomers in different ways, the children fill their

Mal Lane masterfully illuminates the origins of this

days with cricket matches, romantic crushes, and

war and explores the lengths family will go to

small rivalries. But when the tides of civil war

protect one another.

begin to turn towards the neighbourhood, their

The Island of a Thousand Mirrors Nayomi

island-of-a-thousand-mirrors-nayomi-munaweera

25/42

Downloaded from yankeerino.com on
September 26, 2022 by guest

Munaweera 2014-09-24 Before civil war tears the

teacher. But her hopes for the future are trampled

tapestry of Sri Lanka apart, the lives of two young

when she is arrested by a group of Sinhala

women from two very different families are

soldiers and pulled into the heart of a conflict she

fatefully linked by one chance encounter. In

has tried desperately to avoid. A powerful saga

Colombo, Yasodhara lives a full life with her

that strikes mercilessly at the heart of war, Island

Sinhala family, rich in love and everything she

of a Thousand Mirrors marks the arrival of a

could ask for, though shaped subtly by social

spellbinding new literary talent. 'By turns tender,

hierarchies, her parents' ambitions, and the

beautiful, and devastating, Island of A Thousand

differences between the Tamil and Sinhala

Mirrors is a deeply resonant tale of an unraveling

people. All is well until the family's serene

Sri Lanka. Incredibly moving, complex, and with

existence is shattered by the outbreak of

prose you may want to eat, this debut is a

violence. Saraswathi, a Tamil, is living in the

triumph.' NoViolet Bulawayo, award-winning

active war zone and dreams of becoming a

author of We Need New Names
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The Village in the Jungle Leonard Woolf 1975

construct her own identity in the face of stern

Good Girls Marry Doctors Piyali Bhattacharya

parental opinion. Of course, this is not always the

2016 This anthology examines the multiple facets

case. Certain stories in this collection uncover

of daughterhood in South Asian American

relationships between parents and daughters that

families. The voices in this volume reveal how a

are open and supportive while also being

Good Girl is trained to seamlessly blend

exacting. Many of the essays, however, dig into

professional success with the maintenance and

difficult truths about what it is to be a young

reproduction of her family's cultural heritage. Her

woman in a world of overbearing cultural

gratitude for her immigrant parents' sacrifices

expectation. Good Girls Marry Doctors is filled

creates intense pressure to perform and embody

with honest stories, difficult and joyous,

the role of the "perfect daughter." Yet, the

heartbreaking and hilarious, from a diverse array

demand for such perfection can stifle desire, curb

of powerful women. These narratives combine to

curiosity, and make it fraught for a Good Girl to

expose struggles that are too often hidden from
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the public eye, while reminding those going

this volume will shock, titillate, provoke, and

through similar experiences that they are heard,

entertain. The diverse cast of talented

and they are not alone.

contributors will not disappoint. Oakland Noir

Oakland Noir Jerry Thompson 2017-04-04

offers stories by Nick Petrulakis, Kim Addonizio,

“Wonderfully, in Akashic’s Oakland Noir, the

Keenan Norris, Keri Miki-Lani Schroeder, Katie

stereotypes about the city suffer the fate of your

Gilmartin, Dorothy Lazard, Harry Louis Williams II,

average noir character—they die brutally.” —San

Carolyn Alexander, Phil Canalin, Judy Juanita,

Francisco Chronicle In the wake of San Francisco

Jamie DeWolf, Nayomi Munaweera, Mahmud

Noir, Los Angeles Noir, and Orange County

Rahman, Tom McElravey, Joe Loya, and Eddie

Noir—all popular volumes in the Akashic Noir

Muller. “From the Oakland hills to the heart of

Series—comes the latest California installment,

downtown, each story brings Oakland to life.”

Oakland Noir. Masterfully curated by Jerry

—San Jose Mercury News “Oakland is a natural

Thompson and Eddie Muller (the “Czar of Noir”),

for the series, with its shadowy crimes and
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disgruntled cops.” —Zoom Street Magazine “San

literary memoir of one woman's journey from wife

Francisco’s grittier next-door neighbor gets her

to warrior, in the vein of breakout hits like Cheryl

day in the sun in 16 new stories in this tightly

Strayed's Wild and Jeannette Walls's The Glass

curated entry in Akashic’s Noir series. The

Castle. At thirty-six years old, Caitlin Myer is

hardscrabble streets of Oakland offer crime

ready to start a family with her husband. She has

aplenty . . . Thompson and Muller have taken

left behind the restrictive confines of her Mormon

such pains to choose stories highlighting

upbringing and early sexual trauma and believes

Oakland’s diversity and history that the result is a

she is now living her happily ever after . . . when

volume rich in local culture as well as crime.”

her body betrays her. In a single week, she

—Kirkus Reviews

suffers the twin losses of a hysterectomy and the

Wiving Caitlin Myer 2020-07-28 The Most

death of her mother, and she is jolted into a

Anticipated Memoirs of 2020, She Reads • Bay

terrible awakening that forces her to reckon with

Area Authors to Read This Summer, 7X7 A

her past—and future. This is the story of one
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woman’s lifelong combat with a culture—her

illness, and a woman’s harrowing enlightenment.

“escape” from religion at age twenty, only to find

Building on the literary tradition of difficult women

herself similarly entrapped in the gender

who struggle to be heard, Wiving introduces an

conventions of the secular culture at large,

urgent, striking voice to the scene of

conventions that teach girls and women to shape

contemporary women’s writing at a time when we

themselves to please men, to become good wives

must explode old myths and build new stories in

and mothers. The biblical characters Yael and

their place.

Judith, wives who became assassins, become her

Pyre Perumal Murugan 2017-04-17 ‘Pyre glows

totems as she evolves from wifely submission to

with as much power as [One Part Woman] did,

warrior independence. An electric debut that

and adds immeasurable value to contemporary

loudly redefines our notions of womanhood,

Indian literature’—The Hindu Saroja and

Wiving grapples with the intersections of religion

Kumaresan are in love. After a hasty wedding,

and sex, trauma and love, sickness and mental

they arrive in Kumaresan’s village, harboring a
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dangerous secret: their marriage is an inter-caste

is a tightly written and clear-eyed narrative about

one, likely to upset the village elders should they

one of the most disturbing human dramas of

get to know of it. Kumaresan is naively confident

recent years. . . . A riveting, cautionary tale about

that all will be well. But nothing is further from the

the consequences of unchecked political power in

truth. Despite the strident denials of the young

a country at war. A must-read." —Jon Lee

couple, the villagers strongly suspect that Saroja

Anderson, New Yorker staff writer and author of

must belong to a different caste. It is only a

The Fall of Baghdad In the closing days of the

matter of time before their suspicions harden into

thirty-year Sri Lankan civil war, tens of thousands

certainty and, outraged, they set about exacting

of civilians were killed, according to United

their revenge. A devastating tale of innocent

Nations estimates, as government forces

young love pitted against chilling savagery, Pyre

hemmed in the last remaining Tamil Tiger rebels

conjures a terrifying vision of intolerance.

on a tiny sand spit, dubbed "The Cage." Gordon

The Cage Gordon Weiss 2012-09-04 "The Cage

Weiss, a journalist and UN spokesperson in Sri
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Lanka during the final years of the war, pulls back

Employed by the United Nations for over two

the curtain of government misinformation to tell

decades, he continues to consult on war,

the full story for the first time. Tracing the role of

extremism, peace building, and human rights.

foreign influence as it converged with a history of

All the Women in My Family Sing Z. Z. Packer

radical Buddhism and ethnic conflict, The Cage is

2018-01-30 All the Women in My Family Sing

a harrowing portrait of an island paradise torn

tells the sometimes raw, always illumining stories

apart by war and the root causes and

of women of color in today's political climate.

catastrophic consequences of a revolutionary

Sixty-eight authors in total--African American,

uprising caught in the crossfire of international

Asian American, Chicana, Native American,

power jockeying. Gordon Weiss has lived in New

Cameroonian, South African, British and LGBTQI-

York and worked in numerous conflict and natural

-these voices broaden cross-cultural

disaster zones including the Congo, Uganda,

understanding and contribute to building bridges

Darfur, Bosnia, Afghanistan, Syria, and Haiti.

to understanding how very alike we are in the
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daily experiences of life. No other anthology

executive at Sun Microsystems to NY Times

offers the wide spectrum of stories about cultural

bestselling author. In other essays, a woman

identity, migration, sexuality, illness, racism and

writes from prison about widows incarcerated for

generosity from such illustrious voices,

cashing their husbands' retirement checks. A

includingAmerica Ferrera on her powerful

young mother writes of suffering hundreds of

experience at the Women's March in Washington,

strokes and a heart attack while giving birth. An

D.C. on January 21, 2017;Natalie Baszile on

art historian argues why Carmen Lomas Garza is

returning to Louisiana to research Queen Sugar

as important as Norman Rockwell to our

and finding the "painful truths" her father

conception of what constitutes the American

experienced in the "belly of

tableau. An escapee from the Cambodian Killing

segregation;"Porochista Khakpour on flying

Fields writes about her life in America after losing

across America under the Muslim travel ban;

37 family members. A daughter writes about her

andLalita Tademy on her transition from top

father growing up in Louisiana having the soles of
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his feet set on fire as a joke.

makes survival a constant struggle, must also

When Memory Dies A. Sivanandan 2007-10-18

balance love for one another with a deep love of

The Buddha taught that to live is to experience

their homeland. Without bending to romanticism

suffering. Few family sagas, especially first ones,

or proselytization, the author evokes a compelling

have captured this aspect of suffering and so

and very human story of a lost country. It is a

many other truths in as lyric a fashion as "When

vision as beautifully told as it is unrelenting in its

Memory Dies". Through the viewpoints of three

devotion to truth. In the process, the work also

generations of a Sri Lankan family (taking the

supplies a rich historic background to the often

reader from 1920 through the 1980s), Sivanandan

underreported news accounts of the massacres

explores a culture destroyed first by colonization,

and upheavals in Sri Lanka.

then through the ethnic divisions that are released

The Loved Ones Sonya Chung 2016-10-18 In this

when the country achieves independence. The

masterful novel of inheritance and loss, Sonya

family, which lives at a level of poverty that

Chung (Long for This World) proves herself a
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worthy heir to Marguerite Duras, Hwang Sun-won,

has left them shrouded in a cloud of secrets and

and James Salter. Spanning generations and

muted passion. A shocking and senseless death

divergent cultures, The Loved Ones maps the

will test every familial bond and force all who are

intimate politics of unlikely attractions, illicit love,

touched by the tragedy to reexamine who their

and costly reconciliations. Charles Lee, the young

loved ones truly are--the very meaning of the

African American patriarch of a biracial family,

words. Haunting, elliptical, and powerful, The

seeks to remedy his fatherless childhood in

Loved Ones deconstructs the world we think we

Washington, DC, by making an honorable choice

know and shows us the one we inhabit.

when his chance arrives. Years later in the

Unflattening Nick Sousanis 2015-03-30 The

mid-1980s, uneasy and stymied in his marriage to

primacy of words over images has deep roots in

Alice, he finds a connection with Hannah Lee, the

Western culture. But what if the two are

teenage Korean American caregiver whose

inextricably linked in meaning-making? In this

parents' transgressive flight from tradition and war

experiment in visual thinking, drawn in comics,
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Nick Sousanis defies conventional discourse to

madness of the island swirls around the villages,

offer readers a stunning work of graphic art and a

and Telumee, raised in the shelter of wide skirts,

serious inquiry into the ways humans construct

must learn how to navigate the adversities of a

knowledge.

peasant community, the ecstasies of love, and

The Bridge of Beyond Simone Schwarz-Bart

domestic realities while arriving at her own

2013-08-20 This is an intoxicating tale of love and

precious happiness. In the words of Toussine, the

wonder, mothers and daughters, spiritual values

wise, tender grandmother who raises her,

and the grim legacy of slavery on the French

“Behind one pain there is another. Sorrow is a

Antillean island of Guadeloupe. Here long-

wave without end. But the horse mustn’t ride you,

suffering Telumee tells her life story and tells us

you must ride it.” A masterpiece of Caribbean

about the proud line of Lougandor women she

literature, The Bridge of Beyond relates the

continues to draw strength from. Time flows

triumph of a generous and hopeful spirit, while

unevenly during the long hot blue days as the

offering a gorgeously lush, imaginative depiction
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of the flora, landscape, and customs of Gua-

broadcasting people’s secrets from the minaret of

deloupe. Simone Schwarz-Bart’s incantatory

the local mosque, and, in a country where even

prose, interwoven with Creole proverbs and lore,

the accusation of blasphemy is a currency to be

appears here in a remarkable translation by

bartered, the mysterious broadcasts have struck

Barbara Bray.

fear in Christians and Muslims alike. A revelatory

The Golden Legend Nadeem Aslam 2017-04-18

portrait of the human spirit, in The Golden

When shots ring out on the Grand Trunk Road in

Legend, Nadeem Aslam gives us a novel of

the fictional Pakistani city of Zamara, Nargis’s life

Pakistan’s past and present—a story of corruption

begins to crumble around her. Soon her

and resilience, of love and terror, and of the

husband—and fellow architect—is dead and, under

disguises that are sometimes necessary for

threat from a powerful military intelligence officer,

survival.

she fears that a long-hidden truth about her past

The Road to Urbino Roma Tearne 2020-01-14

will be exposed. For weeks someone has been

‘Every act has a past. Events don’t just
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materialise from nowhere.’ Ras, a Tamil exile in

its lush decay in painterly detail ... Hope, love and

London, is awaiting trial for the theft of a

history collide with an unsparing force that

Renaissance masterpiece. Searching for the truth

resonates into the contemporary world' New York

behind her client's act, Ras's lawyer, Elizabeth

Times 'A finely crafted novel of art, memory and

Saunders, must piece together his story and that

migration' The Independent

of enigmatic British writer Alex Benson. The trail

This Divided Island Samanth Subramanian

she follows leads from Sri Lanka to the hills of

2015-12-15 Samanth Subramanian has written

Italy where, despite the serenity of the landscape,

about politics, culture, and history for the New

war's shadow looms long and large. A vivid and

York Times and the New Yorker. Now,

moving fresco of art, love and loss from the LA

Subramanian takes on a complex topic that

Times Prize-shortlisted author of Mosquito and

touched millions of lives in This Divided Island. In

Brixton Beach. 'Tearne ... writes with cleareyed

the summer of 2009, the leader of the dreaded

love for the country of her childhood and depicts

Tamil Tiger guerrillas was killed, bringing to an
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end the civil war in Sri Lanka. For nearly thirty

memory and burying histories.

years, the war's fingers had reached everywhere,

The Orchard of Lost Souls Nadifa Mohamed

leaving few places, and fewer people, untouched.

2014-03-04 From one of Granta's Best of Young

What happens to the texture of life in a country

British Novelists, a stunning novel illuminating

that endures such bitter conflict? What happens

Somalia's tragic civil war It is 1987 and Hargeisa

to the country's soul? Subramanian gives us an

waits. Whispers of revolution travel on the dry

extraordinary account of the Sri Lankan war and

winds, but still the dictatorship remains secure.

the lives it changed. Taking us to the ghosts of

Soon, through the eyes of three women, we will

summers past, he tells the story of Sri Lanka

see Somalia fall. Nine-year-old Deqo has left the

today. Through travels and conversations, he

vast refugee camp where she was born, lured to

examines how people reconcile themselves to

the city by the promise of her first pair of shoes.

violence, how the powerful become cruel, and

Kawsar, a solitary widow, is trapped in her little

how victory can be put to the task of reshaping

house with its garden clawed from the desert,
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confined to her bed after a savage beating in the

What Lies Between Us Nayomi Munaweera

local police station. Filsan, a young female

2016-02-16 In the idyllic hill country of Sri Lanka,

soldier, has moved from Mogadishu to suppress

a young girl grows up with her loving family; but

the rebellion growing in the north. As the country

even in the midst of this paradise, terror lurks in

is unraveled by a civil war that will shock the

the shadows. When tragedy strikes, she and her

world, the fates of these three women are twisted

mother must seek safety by immigrating to

irrevocably together. Nadifa Mohamed was born

America. There the girl reinvents herself as an

in Hargeisa and was exiled before the outbreak of

American teenager to survive, with the help of her

war. In The Orchard of Lost Souls, she returns to

cousin; but even as she assimilates and thrives,

Hargeisa in her imagination. Intimate, frank,

the secrets and scars of her past follow her into

brimming with beauty and fierce love, this novel is

adulthood. In this new country of freedom,

an unforgettable account of ordinary lives lived in

everything she has built begins to crumble around

extraordinary times.

her, and her hold on reality becomes more and
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more tenuous. When the past and the present

multigenerational immigrant experience Jhumpa

collide, she sees only one terrible choice. From

Lahiri." - Publishers Weekly "The beating heart of

Nayomi Munaweera, the award-winning author of

Island of a Thousand Mirrors is not so much its

Island of a Thousand Mirrors, comes the

human characters but Sri Lanka itself and the

confession of a woman, driven by the demons of

vivid, occasionally incandescent, language used

her past to commit a single and possibly

to describe this teardrop in the Indian Ocean." -

unforgivable crime. Praise for Island of a

The New York Times Book Review

Thousand Mirrors: "The paradisiacal landscapes

Running in the Family Michael Ondaatje

of Sri Lanka are as astonishing as the barbarity

2011-03-23 In the late 1970s Ondaatje returned

of its revolution, and Munaweera evokes the

to his native island of Sri Lanka. As he records

power of both in a lyrical debut novel worthy of

his journey through the drug-like heat and

shelving alongside her countryman Michael

intoxicating fragrances of that "pendant off the ear

Ondaatje or her fellow writer of the

of India, " Ondaatje simultaneously retraces the
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baroque mythology of his Dutch-Ceylonese

family. An inspired travel narrative and family
memoir by an exceptional writer.
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